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so we took quick action. We passed the
biggest tax cut in a generation, and we im-
posed some much needed discipline on
Federal spending. And by the end of the
summer, we could see signs that the econ-
omy was responding.

But the terrorist attacks of September
the 11th hit our economy hard. They hurt
our airlines and hotels and restaurants and
undermined consumer and business con-
fidence. Now we need to act boldly to pro-
tect America’s economic security. There are
two immediate priorities for America’s re-
covery: We must bring quick help to those
who need it most, and we must restore
our economy’s growth.

It's the holiday season. It's a time to
reach out to Americans who are hurting,
to help them put food on the table, and
to keep a roof over their heads. I've offered
a plan to provide immediate assistance to
those who have lost their jobs in the wake
of the terrorist attack. My plan extends un-
employment compensation by 13 weeks in
the States hardest hit by terrorism. My plan
helps States offer Medicaid to uninsured
workers in need and their families. And
my plan offers emergency grants to States
to help displaced workers get job training
and find new work and continue their
health insurance—practical help in a dif-
ficult time.

And I'm working with congressional lead-
ers on more ideas to help Americans who
have lost their jobs. In the long run, the
right answer to unemployment is to create
more jobs. I have proposed a package of
job creating measures. I've asked Congress
for tax relief for low- and moderate-income

Statement on the Bombings in Israel
December 1, 2001

I was horrified and saddened to learn
of the bombings that took place tonight
in Jerusalem. I strongly condemn them as

people to put more money into the hands
of consumers and to put people to work
making things that consumers want. I have
proposed we lower taxes on employers who
buy new equipment to expand their busi-
ness and hire more people.

We should reform our tax laws so that
employers don’t pay more taxes as their
profits shrink. And I propose we speed up
the income tax cuts Congress passed in the
spring so that people can keep more of
their own money to spend or pay their
debts.

I asked for this job creation package on
October the 5th. The House of Representa-
tives responded swiftly. Yet I'm still waiting
for a bill to sign, and more importantly,
so are more than 415,000 Americans who
have lost their jobs since then.

You know, after September the 11th my
administration and the Congress made a
conscious decision to show the terrorists
we could work together. We had an obliga-
tion to show that democracy works. We've
done that. And now we need to do it again
by helping dislocated workers and spurring
economic growth.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:16
a.m. on November 30 in the Cabinet Room
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06
am. on December 1. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 30 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

acts of murder that no person of conscience
can tolerate and no cause can ever justify.
On behalf of the American people, I extend
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my deepest sympathy and condolences to
the families of the victims, to my friend
Prime Minister Sharon, and to all the peo-
ple of Israel. Chairman Arafat and the Pal-
estinian Authority must immediately find
and arrest those responsible for these hid-
eous murders. They must also act swiftly
and decisively against the organizations that
support them. Now more than ever, Chair-

man Arafat and the Palestinian Authority
must demonstrate through their actions,
and not merely their words, their commit-
ment to fight terror.

NoTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel

December 2, 2001

In a couple of minutes I'll have the
honor of receiving the Prime Minister from
Israel. We obviously changed our schedule
because of the horrific acts of murder that
took place in his land.

I will tell him that I strongly condemn
the acts of murder that killed innocent peo-
ple in Israel. I will tell him our Nation
grieves for those whose lives have been af-
fected by the murderers.

This is a moment where the advocates
for peace in the Middle East must rise
up and fight terror. Chairman Arafat must
do everything in his power to find those
who murdered innocent Israelis and bring
them to justice.

Clearly, there are some in the world who
do not want us to achieve peace in the
Middle East. Clearly, there are some that,
every chance they have, they will use vio-

lence and terror to disrupt any progress
that’s being made. We must not allow them
to succeed. We must not allow terror to
destroy the chance of peace in the Middle
East.

Now is the time for leaders throughout
the world who urge there to be a peace
to do something about the terror that pre-
vents peace from happening in the first
place.

May God bless the Israeli citizens who
lost their lives, and their families.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. on
the South Grounds at the White House upon
returning from Camp David, MD. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestinian Authority.

Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception

December 2, 2001

Well, thank you all very much. Good
evening, and welcome to the White House.
Laura and I are so pleased to have all of
you here for this incredibly happy occasion.
We especially welcome the honorees, your
families, and your friends.
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Every year, the Kennedy Center honors
artists like yourselves for lifetime contribu-
tions to the American culture. The recipi-
ents for 2001 make quite a collection.
[Laughter] As one newspaper put it in the
headline, this year’s honorees can carry a
tune—and then there’s Jack. [Laughter]
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